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Marshal’s Minute-State Fire Marshal Matt Perez 

The holiday season is here and that means many will be decking 

the halls to celebrate. According to the National Fire Protection 

Association (NFPA) more than two of every five home decoration 

fires occur due to decorations being placed too close to a heat 

source. More than one-third of home decoration fires are started 

by candles. The NFPA also reports that US fire departments 

responded to an average of 780 home structure fires per year 

that began with decorations between 2013-2017. 

More than half of home decoration fires in December are started 

by candles. Candle fires peak in December followed closely by 

January. The top three days for home candle fires are Christmas 

Day, New Year’s Day and New Year’s Eve. Before you head to bed 

or out for the evening, extinguish all lit candles. 

The OSFM will once again be hosting the Keep the Wreath Red Campaign at our offices in 

Springfield and Chicago, along with at the Quinn Fire Academy in Chicago and the Illinois Fire 

Service Institute in Champaign. This campaign raises awareness about the importance of fire 

safety during the holiday season (December 1st through January 2nd). Unfortunately, last year 

17 lives were lost in fire related incidents during the holiday season in Illinois.  

Keep the wreath red campaign began in 1954 in Naperville to raise awareness about holiday 

fire safety. White light bulbs will replace the red bulbs when a fire related death is reported in 

the state.  

These white lights are not just bulbs; they represent a person! That person could be your Mom, 

Dad, Brother, Sister, Aunt, Uncle, Friend or neighbor. The goal of the campaign is to strive for 

zero fire related deaths during the holiday season. 

I want to personally wish everyone a Happy and Blessed Holiday Season. We continue to deal 

with the COVID-19 pandemic and I urge everyone to continue to follow the latest guidelines 

issued by the Illinois Department of Public Health. Thank you to the first responders who are 

answering the call each and everyday through this pandemic. I know it hasn’t been easy and we 

have lost a few of our brothers to this virus, but you are still there for those in your community. 

Stay safe and remember, One Team One Fight!  

Happy Holidays! 
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Employee Spotlight 

 

 

 

 

 

Where are you originally from? Bethany, Illinois 

Tell us about your family? Kids, Significant other..... 

Married to my wife Ashley for 12 years. We have two 

beautiful daughters, Anderson (8) and Hadley (3).  

Favorite food(s)? German, Mexican, Pizza, Ice Cream  

Hobbies? If there is a golf course nearby, I am there!  

What’s your favorite movie or book? Happy Gilmore, Tommy Boy and any Clive Cussler Novel  

When you get in the car what type of music will be coming out of your speakers? Country, 

Top 40 and 90’s music 

What did you want to be when you were a kid? I always wanted to be a broadcast 

meteorologist. I got to live my dream doing that for nearly 20 years!  

What’s your favorite part of the job? I really enjoy traveling and meeting people. Helping 

educate people is something I have always been passionate about and continuing to do that at 

the OSFM has been very rewarding.  

What’s something unique about you? Huge CUBS FAN! I am a basketball official. I also used to 

travel with my grandparents every summer as they owned a fudge and taffy business. We 

visited multiple state fairs across the western US.  

Where is your favorite place to vacation? We really like the low country of South Carolina and 

Georgia. Anywhere in the Caribbean is also at the top of the list.  

Where is your bucket list destination? Australia  
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Pinckneyville COVID Relief Grant Event 

 

  

Fire Marshal Perez traveled to Pinckneyville to honor several departments in southern Illinois 

who received funding from the OSFM’s Illinois Fire Department COVID Relief Grant.  

Representatives from Pinckneyville Fire Department, Olmstead Fire Department, Prairie du 

Rocher Fire Department, Tilden Fire Department and Hurst Fire Department.  

The OSFM thanks the Pinckneyville Fire Department for hosting the event and opening up 

their fire house to us!  

Fire Marshal Perez and 

Pinckneyville Fire Chief 

Jim Geilow. 

Fire Marshal Perez with 

Olmstead Fire 

Department Chief Neal 

Giltner 
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Pinckneyville COVID Relief Grant Event 

 

  

Fire Marshal Matt Perez 

and Prairie du Rocher 

Fire Department Board 

President Marquardt.  

Fire Marshal Matt Perez 

and Tilden Fire 

Department Lieutenant 

Curtis Schwartzkopf 

Fire Marshal Matt Perez and 

Hurst Fire Department 

Training Officer Brett 

Wojuiechowski and 

Firefighter Amanda Barney.  
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Veterans Day Honor Page 
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Chicago Thanksgiving Safety Event 

 

  

The OSFM joined with the 

Chicago Fire Department to 

raise awareness about cooking 

safety during the Thanksgiving 

holiday. A demonstration was 

conducted to show what 

happens when you overfill your 

turkey fryer with oil and drop 

in a frozen turkey.  

According to the U.S. Fire 

Administration (USFA), each 

year from 2017 to 2019, an 

estimated average of 2,300 

residential building fires were 

reported to fire departments in 

the U.S. on Thanksgiving Day. 

These fires caused an 

estimated annual average of 5 

deaths, 25 injuries and $26 

million in property loss. U.S. 

fire departments respond to an 

average of 166,100 home fires 

per year involving cooking 

equipment. 

Left to Right: CFD Chief Walter Schroeder, OSFM PIO JC 

Fultz, and CFD Commissioner Annette Nance-Holt 
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IFA Down and Dirty Weekend 

 

  

The OSFM provided an agency 

update at the Illinois Firefighters 

Association’s Annual Conference 

held at the Illinois Fire Service 

Institute in Champaign. OSFM’s PIO 

JC Fultz talked about the importance 

of departments staying current on 

their NFIRS reporting.  
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St. Charles Smoke Alarm Event 

  

The OSFM’s PIO JC Fultz joined members from the St. Charles Fire Department, Illinois Fire 

Safety Alliance and St. Charles community to raise awareness about the importance of 

having working smoke alarms in the home. 

 "Be Alarmed!" is a fire safety education and smoke alarm installation program administered 

cooperatively between the Illinois Fire Safety Alliance (IFSA) and the Office of the Illinois 

State Fire Marshal (OSFM). The program distributes fire safety education materials and 10-

year sealed battery smoke alarms to fire departments in the state of Illinois. Those 

departments then work with residents in their communities in stall smoke alarms and help 

educate about the importance of fire safety.  

To learn more about the program visit: https://www.ifsa.org/programs/alarms  

https://www.ifsa.org/programs/alarms
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Keep the Wreath Red Campaign 

  

The OSFM will once again be hosting 

the Keep the Wreath Red Campaign at 

our offices in Springfield and Chicago, 

along with at the Quinn Fire Academy 

in Chicago and the Illinois Fire Service 

Institute in Champaign. This campaign 

raises awareness about the 

importance of fire safety during the 

holiday season (December 1st through 

January 2nd). Unfortunately, last year 

17 lives were lost in fire related 

incidents during the holiday season in 

Illinois.  

Keep the wreath red campaign began 

in 1954 in Naperville to raise 

awareness about holiday fire safety. 

White light bulbs will replace the red 

bulbs when a fire related death is 

reported in the state. 

Display at OSFM’s Springfield Headquarters 

Display at IFSI in 

Champaign 

Display at OSFM’s Chicago Office 

Display at Quinn Fire 

Academy in Chicago 
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Holiday Fire Safety 
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Seguridad en las fiestas de invierno 
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Christmas Tree Safety 
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Seguridad del arbol de Navidad 
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Heating Safety 
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Winter Weather Preparedness Week 

  Winter Weather Preparedness Week in 

Illinois was November 15-19 and is a 

reminder for everyone to be prepared 

for when winter and cold weather 

returns to Illinois.  

Keep in mind, being prepared for winter 

doesn't have to cost a lot of money or 

take a lot of time. It could be as simple 

as making sure your vehicle is in good 

winter driving condition, adding a winter 

survival kit to your car, changing your 

furnace filter at home and stocking or 

updating your family's emergency 

supply kit. Take time now to prepare 

your family, home, vehicles and driving 

habits for everything from a dusting of 

snow to a major winter storm. 
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OSFM DEI Working Group 

OSFM DEI efforts continued throughout the month of November as we gave thanks and 

recognized the following special calendar events: 

November 1: All Saints’ Day, a Christian holiday commemorating all known and unknown 

Christian saints. (In Eastern Christianity, the day is observed on the first Sunday after Pentecost.) 

November 2: All Souls’ Day, a Christian holiday commemorating all faithful Christians who are 

now dead. In the Mexican tradition, the holiday is celebrated as Dia de los Muertos (October 31- 

November 2), which is a time of remembrance for dead ancestors and a celebration of the 

continuity of life. 

November 3: Qudrat (Baha’I Feast Day) 

November 4: Diwali, the Hindu, Jain and Sikh five-day festival of lights celebrates new 

beginnings and the triumph of good over evil and lightness over darkness. 

November 5-6 (sundown to sundown): Birth of Báb, a Bahá’í holiday celebrating the birth of the 

prophet Báb. 

November 6-7 (sundown to sundown): The birth of Bahá'u'lláh, the founder of the Bahá’í 

religion. 

November 11: Veterans Day, a U.S. federal holiday honoring military veterans. The date is also 

celebrated as Armistice Day, or Remembrance Day, in other parts of the world and 

commemorates the ending of World War I in 1918. 

November 19: International Men’s Day emphasizes the important issues affecting males, 

including health issues that affect males, improving the relations between genders, highlighting 

the importance of male role models and promoting gender equality. This holiday is celebrated in 

over 70 countries. 

November 20: Transgender Day of Remembrance, established in 1998 to memorialize those 

who have been killed as a result of transphobia and to raise awareness of the continued violence 

endured by the transgender community. 

November 21: Feast of Christ the King, a Catholic holiday established in thanking God for the 

gift of time and a rededication to the Christian faith. 

November 22: Qawl (Baha’i Feast Day) 

November 25: Thanksgiving in the United States. It began as a day of giving thanks for the 

blessing of the harvest and of the preceding year. 

November 25: Day of the Covenant (Baha’i Holy Day) 
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OSFM DEI Working Group 

November 26: Native American Heritage Day, held annually the Friday after Thanksgiving, 

encourages Americans of all backgrounds to observe and honor Native Americans through 

appropriate ceremonies and activities. The day was signed into law by George W. Bush in 2008. 

November 27: Ascension of Abdu’l-Baha’ (Baha’i Holy Day) 

November 28-December 6: Hanukkah, a Jewish holiday that is celebrated around the world for 

eight days and nights. Hanukkah celebrates the victory of the Maccabees, or Israelites, over the 

Greek-Syrian ruler, Antiochus, approximately 2,200 years ago. 

November 28-January 6: Nativity Fast, a period of abstinence and penance practiced by the 

Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox and Eastern Catholic churches in preparation for the 

Nativity of Jesus. 

November 28- December 24 Advent, a Christian season of celebration leading up to the birth of 

Christ. 

November 30: St. Andrew’s Day, the feast day for St. Andrew within various Christian 

denominations. 

Our agency DEI “Peer to Peer” Working Group met on November 15th. Among the topics and 

issues discussed during the meeting were our agency DEI mission statement; the delivery of DEI 

orientation training to agency staff; our internal DEI messaging; and an update regarding our 

DEI glossary. Deputy Director Armstead briefed the group about our external outreach efforts, 

including an article that he authored about DEI within the fire service that was published in the 

November 2021 edition of the Illinois Association of Fire Protection District’s Fire Call 

magazine. We also had an informative and lively discussion relating to the pros and cons of 

returning to work, noting the impact that it might have on some employees.  

The December group meeting is scheduled for December 2, 2021.  We truly appreciate the 

commitment and dedication that our DEI “Peer to Peer” Working Group volunteers have shown 

throughout the year with respect to this important subject matter.  

We are equally proud of the efforts of our external fire service partners who are making great 

strides in advancing DEI centric goals and objectives based upon their unique situations. Please 

reach out to us if you are one of our fire service partners and need assistance with starting your 

own DEI initiative.  

Diversity = Acceptance of all 

Equity = Access for all 

Inclusion = Meaningful participation by all  
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IFSI Minute 
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Illinois CRR Task Force 
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Safe 2 Help Illinois 

  According to research, 70% of teens have experienced struggles with mental health. Suicide is 

the third leading cause of death of Illinois youth ages 10-19 (IDPH 2017-2019). Also, 61% of 

teens indicate the COVID-19 pandemic has increased their feeling of loneliness.  

The State of Illinois is developing a school safety program called Safe2Help Illinois in an effort 

to raise awareness of 21st-century threats facing schoolchildren in Illinois. 

Mission: 

In the absence of a trusted adult, Safe2Help Illinois offers students a safe, confidential way in 

which to share information that might help prevent suicides, bullying, school violence or other 

threats to school safety. This program is not intended to suspend, expel, or punish students. 

Rather, the goal is to get students to “Seek Help Before Harm.” Safe2Help Illinois will also 

develop an educational curriculum aimed at changing the culture in Illinois schools while also 

providing the resources to help parents and educators reinforce the components of this 

program. 

About Safe2Help: 

Safe2Help Illinois is a 24/7 program where students can use a free app, text/phone, website 

(Safe2HelpIllinois.com) and other social media platforms to report school safety issues in a 

confidential environment. Once vetted, the tips will immediately be shared with local school 

officials, mental health professionals and/or local law enforcement, depending on the nature 

of the tip. The program also will help local officials by connecting them with mental health 

resources or other appropriate resources to intervene and help students before they harm 

themselves or others. 

https://www.safe2helpil.com/  

https://www.safe2helpil.com/
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Crash Responders Safety Week 

  November 8-14 was Crash Responder Safety Week. The goal of this week is to reach out to 

every emergency responder, every driver and every passenger to educate them on how to play 

their part in ensuring safe responses at roadway incidents. 

There are around 7 million traffic crashes annually? Traffic incident responders work roadside 

to clear stalled vehicles, roadway debris, and other incidents—restoring safe travel. Stay alert 

for traffic incident responders. It’s important to teach new drivers that when they encounter 

first responders along the side of the road to Move Over and Slow Down!  
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Shout Outs/Kudos 

  

Pictured Left to Right: Chris Tougeron 

and Scott Johnson 

Storage Tank Safety Specialists Chris Tougeron 

just successfully completed his 6-month 

probationary period and field training. A badge 

ceremony was conducted awarding Chris is 

badge. Congratulations Chris!  

Left to Right: Aaron Siegler (Trainer for 

Chris), Chris Tougeron and Scott 

Johnson 

Mr. Capuani, I wanted to give you a great accommodation for 

Brittani Crenshaw. I have had the worst time trying to get my 

paperwork complete for my elevator and chair lift certificate. 

Some of my problem was not having the knowledge to do what 

is required on my end. I was working with Edwina Wohlgemuth 

on this and then she retired, fortunately leaving me with 

Brittani's phone number and when I called she answered which 

at that point I was so relieved to have someone to speak to, and 

at 4:30 PM on a Friday she was still helping me. Brittani's people 

skills and communication skills on the phone are remarkable. 

Two days after my call to Brittani my problems have been 

handled. Please thank her for me. 

Bobby Lakotich 
Johnston City Schools 
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Kids’ Corner 
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Kids’ Corner 

 


